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firearms were immediately put under seal by the boarding officials. The redid

was also senled. We stayed anchored out in the stream for four days prior to

being sllowed to go alongside the dock to unload. If I had not remonstrated with

the authoritiee over the treatment we were getiing, we would bave stayed out in

the stream for a much longer time. In any event, there was no special interroge-
tion | | by the Soviets, and my crew and myself were allowed to

go aghore.

There was very little to do and practically nc place to go, and none of the crew,

| left the ship except omce out of curosity. 1

3.

confi@ed my excursions ashore to visits to the agent’s office, etc. The steamship
lgen‘hj:ygy yhom I dealt was a Soviet nasmed Gerasimof who was, by his own admission;

an m‘b agent. The steamship agemcy was called INFLOT, Gerasimof, who has & hmie-
1ip, is sebout 37 years old, and is a disgruntled, mewrdtic, died-in~the-wool '
Commynist, In the course of our several conversatlo: imof said to me thaP5X1X
he kpows | |st111 have negro slaves in the US, told

him je was guffering from an overdose of Soviet propagénda. It was at this point

that he cautioned me that I would have to be cereful of what I said because he was

ap intelligence agent.

Our ship was subjected to an exhsustive search, buth upon arrival and depaiftame.
Everybody on board was locked im ome room while the authorities searched every
nook and cormer of the ship. This tock about two hours on both occasions. They
searched everything, including the pockets of our clothes which were hanging in
lockers, etc. Additionally, everytime that ome of us left the ship, the Soviet
guards alongside would scrutinize us for about 10 minutes in stony silence despite
the fact we had landing passes. This was probably because the guards could not
reed ox write apd did not went to admit it. This same scrutiny was directed tovards
their own people who were working on the ship, i.e., tz rs, stevedores, ete.

I noticed that one Soviet girl, who was scooping up grain from the deck with her
hands and who had to go ashore each time she sccummulafed a full sack, was stopped
each time by the gusrd. This wae every 20 minutes dwring a 10-hour working day.
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This was’ certainly one of the reasons why our crew members did not go ashore more
often. They were nervous and apprehensive as to what might happen to them.
: /

Another fairly significant restric\tion was the fact th;y would sllow us to make mo
soundings. As you know, when you load a ship, you have to be sure you are not
taking on so much dead weight that you will ground 1t:: on the way ocut. The

mate started to meke soundings with a sounding linpe while we were tied up at the
dock but was {imediately stopped by the guard who pointed his gun at him, and would,
I am sure, have shot him if he had not stopped immediately. When I expleined the
necessity for such information, I was told that the Harbor Master would make it
available. However, when I called the Harbor Master I :.-w&&' told abruptly that

it was not poseible to give me that information. : :

The pilots in the area I found to be very talkative when we were alone. ' The one who
thok - ug ~info ' Novbrossisk complained to me bitierly that he was made to act in
such & capscity, because he had once owned several ships himself. BHe was cbvipus-
1y not & Party member. One oz two of the pilots would not even accept a cup of
coffee from us because of criticism which might be leveled at them. The ssme one
who had been & ship owner was having a bite to eat in ‘the wardroom with me one

day when Gerasimof's secretary came in and scornfully and quite sincerely accused

him of being a capitalist simply because he was having coffee and cockies with me.

Since our binoculars had been taken away from us, 1t was a little difficult for us
to see what was going on around us. The whole ares was very drab and depressing,
however, and the people the most poverty-stritien’ T heve over: sedn,
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There were berrecks for persons who were being foreed to werk there. Whother or

not they weze prisoners of war or Soviet nationmals, I would not determine.

In Potl, the only things which I saw of any intemstwere two old submarines and
two mine sweepers in the Navy yard.

- exd -

-~ 5
CONFITENTTAL, , 25X1

{ . ’

Approved For Release 2002/07/24 : CIA-RDP80-00926A003500010025-7



